PREFACE

THE contents of the book were originally published!
as separate articles in different periodicals: Chapters I*
III, V and VI in the numbers of the Sif AuroUndo-
Mandir Annual respectively for 1943, 1946, 1942 and
1945; Chapter II in the issues of the Advent for
February, April> November 1944, and February 1945.
Chapter IV is the substance of the two articles called
"Thoughts on Ajanta Wonders" and "Some Typical
Examples of Ajanta Art" that appeared^ the former
in the Shilpi> 1929., and the latter in the Puja Number
of the Advance^ 1931, The writer acknowledges Ms-
indebtedness to the Editors of these journals.

These essays have been throughly revised, enlarged
and to ^^considerable extent rewritten in order to-
fit them in with the general plan of the book. They
are mainly inspired by the thought of Sri Aurobindo^
an attempt being made in them to study from the
standpoint of evolutionary Jiistory the progress of
man towards his divine destiny., as envisaged in the
Master's vision of the future. It is indeed this vision
that gives the book its title3 its coherence, its
ensemble. Each chapter tends to focus this vision